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Some men see things as they are and say, ‘Why?’ 

 

I dream things that never were and say, ‘Why not?’ 

 



WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 

 

 

We can carry out a health check on our society.  So let’s start with: 

 

The seven social sins, according to Mohandas Gandhi; 

Politics without principle, 

Wealth without work, 

Commerce without morality, 

Pleasure without conscience, 

Education without character, 

Science without humanity, 

Worship without sacrifice. 

 

Judge for yourself.  How many out of seven does our society get? 

 

 

The United Kingdom, and also the European Union, is built on the twin pillars of 

democracy and a free market economy. 

 

Joseph Ratzinger pointed out in 1992 that these freedoms were not bringing about a 

renewal in moral virtue and responsibility.  Democracy is not perfect and only works 

when it is responsible and based on absolute and unchanging core values which are 

ethical, such as the sanctity of all human life or the rule of just and reasonable law.  A 

free market economy that denies any of its citizen’s access to the essentials for playing 

their part in society is not just. 

 

Pius XI stated, “It is the function of social justice to require of each individual that which 

is necessary for the common good.” and “The common good of a society cannot be 

provided for unless each individual member, a human being endowed with the dignity of 

personality, receives all that he needs to discharge his social function.”   

 

In order to promote the common good of humanity those core values must be a shared 

vision out of which a common agenda can be agreed. 

 

The rejected European Union Constitution proposed a unity based on diversity when 

adversity or disharmony was more of a reality.  How do we measure up? 

 

 

In terms of the UK nothing that has been put in place is sustainable.  Our society is 

crumbling; our civil liberties are being eroded; our political system is undemocratic; our 

economy is built on quick-sand; our public services are failing; our natural environment 

is being destroyed; our communities have been allowed to wither; our cohesion has 

dissipated; our traditional values have been derided; our leaders are morally bankrupt; our 

standards of behaviour have been corrupted. 

 



HOW DID WE GET IN THIS MESS? 

 

 

We can seek the root cause of the turmoil in the loss of a generation of young men in the 

trenches of WWI which resulted in a gender imbalance.  This and the ongoing fall-out 

from the Enlightenment gave us a society created by a vocal but active minority intent on 

implementing and imposing an extreme, intolerant, feminist, liberal, secular agenda. 

 

Tony Blair puts the social problems of the UK down to the 1960’s generation, with 

anything goes liberal tendencies, setting their children a bad example.  They are berated 

for not being responsible parents while at the same time having their parental rights 

undermined and taken from them by an increasingly interfering State. 

 

If the rot set in during the 60s, then an earlier generation of politicians was to blame as 

they presided over the introduction of legislation during the 60s that has brought us 

abortion on demand, made divorce equally available on demand, legalised homosexual 

acts and destroyed family values. 

 

In response to the selfish Conservatism of Margaret Thatcher and John Major, mired in 

sleaze, Tony Blair and Gordon Brown put New Labour before the British people as the 

answer.  This was a poor imitation of Franklin D Roosevelt who brought hope to the 

people of the USA with the New Deal, and John F Kennedy and Robert F Kennedy who 

inspired people worldwide with the New Frontier and modern Camelot. 

 

Labour sold its soul for power when it symbolically abandoned Clause 4 in its 

Constitution and is itself now identified with spin, deceit and dishonesty.  The solution 

according to David Cameron is a modern and compassionate Conservative Party.  At 

their 2006 Conference he offered cleaner politics and a New Direction with no going 

back to old policies.  Sounds familiar!  His symbolic clause four moment was to redefine 

the family. He is also selling their soul for power and disowning the Thatcher legacy. 

 

A visionary warning by George Orwell in 1948, anticipated in 1984, was a little late but 

firmly in place by 2004.  So why was New Labour returned to power by the people in 

2005?  By all the previous criteria and experience it should not have happened.  A feeling 

that there was no real alternative and nothing would change anyway prevailed.  Despite a 

slight increase in the overall vote the turnout was, for the second time running, pathetic.  

With the support of just over one-fifth of the electorate and one-third of the votes it was a 

hollow mandate.  This has not prevented New Labour from embarking on a draconian 

legislative programme. 

 

The real mandate given by the people to New Labour in 1997, while not truly reflecting 

the voting result and more an example of the distortion of our electoral process, was 

genuine.  But once in government they confirmed the legal opinion that manifestos are 

not legally binding but only an indication of intent.  The mandate was frittered away and 

abused with broken promises and sleaze. 

 



THE THREAT! 

 

 

Labour and the Conservatives are following each other in circles.  The Liberal Democrats 

meanwhile present themselves as everything to everyone but they cannot escape their old 

self, perceived as the party associated with death supporting abortion and euthanasia. 

 

Gordon Brown is reinventing himself offering a ‘New Kind of Politics’ with devolved 

power.  A new repackaged Gordon Brown who, now, was not the author and has had 

nothing to do with the New Labour past!  Tony Blair’s ‘pathways to the future’ task 

groups are at work now aiming to set the direction for Gordon Brown. 

 

The next General Election will consist of a conspiracy by the main Parties to avoid 

discussion of their past disastrous periods of government - as if they were distant history - 

by only talking about the future.  There will be campaigns of extreme deception and spin 

with truth being the loser.  This will not be about the future and survival of the country, it 

will all be about the survival of political parties.  Political parties as we know them are 

not the future.  They are the problem.  We are looking to a post-party future.  We will be 

going back to the future. 

 

The last and probably the only time that a government has had a perfect mandate from the 

people was in 1945.  Labour fulfilled its radical manifesto for change and in so doing 

entered into a ‘Compact’ with the people.  Succeeding governments of both hues have 

broken that pact.  The one constant has been – change after change after change, 

swinging from one extreme to the other. 

 

 

A WAY FORWARD 

 

 

Of course, we know that our problems started when Adam and Eve were expelled from 

the Garden of Eden.  Even if the Biblical account of the beginnings of humanity is not 

accepted by everyone, then modern science in the form of DNA research offers us a 

beginning that is not too dissimilar.  If the research is proven to be correct, then it 

confirms that every one of us is descended from the same ancestors.  No matter where we 

reside on Earth, we are all related and we all came out of Africa.  Either way, our policies 

will recognise that we are one planet and one people, interdependent on each other.  We 

will be at the side of people in need, committed to an ethical foreign policy and fair-trade. 

 

It is our commitment to enter into a binding covenant with all the people of Great Britain 

and Ireland. We will renew the inter-generational pact based on the cycle of life that is 

dependent – independent – interdependent – dependent.  We will also eradicate 

institutional dependency and operate on the basis of helping people to help themselves by 

pursuing policies founded on self-determination, subsidiarity and solidarity. 

 



We will do this by trusting the common sense of the people and will stop using them as 

guinea pigs for the latest political theory.  As in all relationships our foundations will be 

security, stability, certainty, commitment, continuity, co-operation, love and loyalty. 

 

We will rely on the best and proven political systems while being open to innovative and 

original ideas which can be tested and proved fit for purpose.  It is not our desire to 

govern immediately – unless the people decide otherwise - but it is our intention to hold 

government to account and reassert the primacy of the House of Commons as the house 

of the representatives of the people, free from party domination. 

 

Our political purpose is therefore to: 

live the golden rule; 

do things because it is the right thing to do; 

value each individual and uphold their dignity; 

act selflessly - not seeking acclamation or reward; 

be respectful - avoiding bad example and scandal; 

strive for social justice and the pursuit of happiness through virtue; 

apply the principles of decency, honesty and integrity to all our activities.  

 

In developing our manifesto we will work with nature and within a framework which 

conforms with each seven year phase of life, acknowledge the natural law and live in 

harmony with our environment. 

 

We will have respect for life in all its forms, especially human life from conception to 

natural death.  Priority will be given to the right to be born – the basic and supreme right 

from which all other rights flow.  Be non-discriminatory, but rectify past errors by being 

pro-family, pro-woman, pro-child and reversing the ideological assault on men especially 

fathers. 

 

While upholding the autonomy of the individual - the common good must be paramount.  

We will maintain the inalienable, God given, rights of each person while requiring that 

they accept their responsibilities. Ensure that each person achieves their potential by 

removing the barriers and obstacles in their way, providing equality of opportunity and 

encouraging the pursuit of excellence. 

 

Our radical blend of tradition and innovation is intended to motivate the young and the 

elderly to work in league to restore the inter-generational compact.  We seek to inspire 

and draw to our side the ablest, the brightest, the imaginative and the visionary. 

 

If we are going to put things right, the first task is to identify the problems and secondly 

to put forward proposals to fix those problems.  If it is a big and complex problem, we 

need to break the problem down in to its component parts and deal with them each in 

their turn and separately if necessary.  This will still require joined-up thinking. 

 

When we have finished the process, we might not have solved the whole problem but it 

will be a lot smaller. 



 

THE STRATEGY 

 

 

To manage the process we will use a tried system to Plan, Organise, Direct and Control in 

order to motivate, inform, instruct and administer.  The key to all this is communication. 

 

 

In laying the foundations for the future we will adhere to the six systems of community 

being; 

 democracy, 

culture and conviviality, 

information and communication, 

 education, 

 health and social welfare, 

 economic equity and opportunity. 

 

This is not the New Deal, the New Frontier, the New Labour, Cameron’s New Direction 

Conservatism or Brown’s New Kind of Politics Labour. 

 

It is our reNEWal of our society and our communities.  The real NEW. 

 

We may be the New Kids on the block and by taking on this challenge we are setting 

ourselves a mammoth task.  But undaunted we must shoulder that burden. 

 

An American Jesuit defined Social Justice as “loving people so much that we work to 

change the situations that violate their dignity”. 

 

This will be our vocation and a labour of love, 

 

 

For I have promises to keep 

And miles to go before I sleep 

And miles to go before I sleep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resurgence 


