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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND – Victory for Unborn Children 
 

All the hard work of Precious Life in opposing the introduction of Guidelines by the Department of Health, 

which would have facilitated abortions in the Province, came to fruition on 22
nd

 October when the motion 

proposed by Jeffrey Donaldson and Iris Robinson of the Democratic Unionist Party was overwhelmingly 

passed. 

 

“That this Assembly opposes the introduction of the proposed guidelines on the termination of pregnancy in 

Northern Ireland; believes that the guidelines are flawed; and calls on the Minister of Health, Social Services 

and Public Safety to abandon any attempt to make abortion more widely available in Northern Ireland”. 

 

The motion promoted by Precious Life was tabled following a series of meetings with MPs and Assembly 

Members when they were briefed on the implications of the guidelines.  This has resulted in a massive 

reversal for the Family Planning Association who thought they were pushing at an open door. 

 

An amendment proposed by John McCallister of the Ulster Unionist Party deleted everything after the first 

three words and proposed guidelines defined by 1861 and 1945 Acts and the Bourne Judgement.  It was an 

alternative motion that fudged the issue of the illegality of some aspects of the draft guidelines.  Sinn Fein 

supported the amendment and confusingly also supported the motion.  Protesting that they did not support 

abortion, they then proceeded to talk against the original motion.  Supported by some individuals in the 

Alliance Party, their arguments were unconvincing, and they could not counter the accusation as to how they 

could vote for draft guidelines that were flawed and illegal.  Michael McGimpsey UUP, and Minister for the 

Department of Health, made a lengthy statement in defence of the draft guidelines, describing them as work in 

progress. 

 

The DUP would have none off this and supported by the Social Democratic and Labour Party they 

demolished all their arguments, identified the errors in the draft guidelines and revealed that abortions were 

taking place illegally in the Province on the grounds of foetal abnormality.  Iris Robinson as Chair of the 

Health Committee has got the bit between her teeth and is pursuing an investigation into these secret 

abortions.  The guidelines would have allowed for forced abortions on girls under 14 and the introduction of 

rules that exist in Great Britain where the Abortion Act applies. 

 

A key figure in the debate was Dr Kieran Deeny, the only Independent Member, who with twenty-seven years 

experience as a doctor was able to offer a professional informed opinion.  He said: “The guidelines indicate 

that the reasons that can be given for terminations include suicide threats; family history of mental-health 

problems; personal history of mental-health problems; absence of support structures in the family or outside 

of it; and history of mental-health problems with previous pregnancies, such as post-natal depression.  I know 

many women who fall into one of these categories.  In future, those reasons could be used to justify the taking 

of an unborn, helpless life.  Those reasons are outlined in the flawed guidelines, which is why I have rejected 

them.  I am one of many conscientious doctors who do not agree with abortion on demand.  We would be put 

in an impossible position because, if we did not go through with those procedures and adhere to the law of 

the land, we would be prosecuted.  Therefore, as a doctor, I urge the Assembly to reject these guidelines.  I 

have heard that people can get terminations in Northern Ireland depending on where they live.  That is 

illegal.  Evidence of that must be sought and the Assembly made aware of it.” 
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Winding up the debate, Jeffrey Donaldson DUP identified that there was a clear problem.  If Sinn Fein was 

going to support the amendment, then that party must be clear that the amendment did not reject the draft 

guidelines in their current form.  More than 100,000 people in Northern Ireland had lodged their objection to 

the proposed draft guidelines in a petition, and there were legal concerns about the draft guidelines 

themselves.  In thanking the SDLP for their support and commending Dr Deeny for his contribution, it proved 

that this issue transcended political and religious beliefs in NI and there was cross-party and cross-community 

support for the Assembly’s stance.  It also sent a strong message and clear signal to Westminster that NI was 

not in favour of liberalising the abortion law. 

 

Mark Durkan SDLP, in an intervention, pointed out that none of the Members who had spoken in favour of 

the amendment recognised or conceded any of the flaws that other Members had identified in the guidelines.  

Those Members who were content with the guidelines would vote in favour of the amendment.  This clearly 

put SF on the spot as their supporters were urging them to support the motion.  On being put to the vote, the 

amendment was negatived and the motion was agreed. 

 

You can access a full report of the debate on pages 33-43 and 72-89 at 

www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2007/071022.htm 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

PRECIOUS LIFE – Northern Ireland - PO Box 425, Belfast, BT1 4YF 
 

Bernie Smyth and the volunteers of PL deserve an award for the battles that they have fought over the last ten 

years on behalf of the unborn children of Northern Ireland.  They have taken on the establishment and the 

pro-abortion organisations and by inflicting a defeat on them has uncovered their machinations and revealed 

what is really happening.  They are unlikely to receive an award from the State.  I hope that the Vatican takes 

note. 

 

Jeffrey Donaldson MP has recognised this and he wrote to Bernie: “Bless you Bernie.  Whilst we may have 

been on the frontline today, you have been on the frontline for years and it was your petitions, briefings, 

encouragement and inspiration that gave me the drive to take this forward and to see it through.  Today 

would not have happened had it not have been for you and Precious Life.  I am absolutely clear about that.  

God has used you in a powerful way to fulfil His will.  He will bless you and your work mightily for this.  

Hallelujah!  What a great God we have.” 

 

We should be aware that the pro-abortion lobby will not give up and will try to make abortion in NI more 

easily available.  Guidelines will be drawn up, but this time they will be clear and include [what was omitted 

from the draft guidelines] that the Criminal Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 1945 makes it unlawful for a 

medical practitioner to destroy the life of a child.  They will not include the clinical guidelines issued by the 

Royal College of Gynaecology for England and Wales that were included in the draft guidelines.  Jeffrey 

Donaldson said in the debate: “If there is not an agenda to extend the availability of abortion in Northern 

Ireland and the 1967 Act is not supposed to apply here, will someone explain to me why the draft clinical 

guidelines that apply to the Act in England and Wales are simply being imported into the guidelines in 

Northern Ireland?” 

 

This will be ensured because an All Party Pro-Life Group of the Northern Ireland Assembly has been formed 

and Iris Robinson as Chair of the Health Committee will make sure that her Committee properly scrutinize 

the new guidelines and fully investigate the abuses of the law that have resulted in secret abortions being 

carried out.  The British Government in Westminster has got to accept the wishes of the people of Ulster. 

 

We can learn many lessons from the events in NI and the Province is pivotal in the fight against abortion in 

these Islands.  The pro-abortion lobby has been told to ‘get your tanks of my lawn’ and leave the Province.  

The back-door into the Republic of Ireland has been slammed shut and bolted.  The Crisis Pregnancy Agency 

in the Republic is now being challenged by pro-lifers to justify its actions which are in breach of the 

Constitution and its protection for the unborn.  Their threat to withhold funding for the Catholic agency 
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CURA has been struck down (at a cost). The Health Service Executive in the Republic must be purged of the 

civil service who are of a liberal and abortion tendency. 

 

The fight must then be renewed and cross the North Channel to Scotland so that a stop is put on the 13,000 

abortions last year.  Alex Salmond has already indicated his wish for the Scottish Parliament to take 

responsibility.  The fight must be taken to the Welsh Assembly so that Wales becomes abortion free.  Finally, 

the truth must prevail in England. 

 

Resurgence - comment 
 

Sinn Fein claim that despite some propaganda to the contrary they do not support abortion and that they are 

opposed to the extension of the Abortion Act to Northern Ireland.  Their policy is to deal with crisis 

pregnancies and abortions through sex education, full access to affordable childcare and comprehensive 

support services that include financial support for single parents.  Their position is still ambiguous and it 

should be remembered that Bairbre de Brun of Sinn Fein was Minister at the Department of Health from 1999 

to 2002.  It was she who invited the Brook Centre to a reception at Stormont in 2002 to celebrate their tenth 

anniversary.  Brook arrived in Belfast in 1992 with a remit to reduce teenage pregnancies and said they would 

not be involved in abortion.  They were not telling the truth with the result that a lot of young girls were 

referred for abortions and Belfast continues to have the highest teenage pregnancy rate in the Province. 

 

In 2001, during her tenure, the Family Planning Association sought a judicial review claiming that the 

abortion law in the Province was unclear.  The FPA had applied for an order to force the Department of 

Health to draw up guidelines on when abortions can be carried out under NI law.  Judge Kerr made his ruling 

in the case in July 2003 when he rejected every one of the FPA’s arguments for issuing guidelines on abortion 

and he dismissed their case.  He was not satisfied that there was any uncertainty among the medical 

community as to the principles that govern abortion. 

 

The Executive was suspended from 2002 to 2007 and under direct rule the Department of Health did not need 

to be forced to draw up guidelines which went much further than the law provided.  In May 2004 the FPA 

who were appealing the rejection of their case to legalise abortion went back to the High Court in Belfast.  It 

was revealed in Court that the Department of Health had already drafted guidelines on abortion in NI.  During 

this appeal, the FPA had to admit that the law on abortion in NI is clear, prohibits abortion-on-demand as 

practised in Britain and states that abortion is only permitted in serious medical cases where the mother’s life 

is at risk.  The FPA acknowledged the right to life of the unborn child and said that the state had a duty not 

only to protect the health of women, but also unborn children who also have human rights.  They also 

conceded the critical issue that aborting babies because of their disabilities is unlawful in NI.  So why did the 

draft guidelines contradict these fundamental facts? 

 

The Appeal Court ruling in October 2004, by Lord Justice Nicholson, said that aborting children with a 

disability was illegal.   “This judgement is written in the hope that the Department will seek to reduce the 

number of women and girls going away to seek an abortion and to encourage those seeking an abortion in NI 

to make a different choice”. 

 

The ruling also stated that there should be ‘consultation with concerned organisations’ in drawing up the 

guidelines.  Despite this, in May 2005 the Department of Health held a series of meetings on drawing up 

guidelines on abortion without any pro-life input.  This was confirmed in January 2007 when the Department 

of Health issued draft guidelines which included references on how to perform an abortion and ignored the 

judgement. Concerns were expressed that the draft guidelines had not been on the central consultation register 

for NI Departments, nor publicly circulated, given the controversial nature of the issue.  In May 2007 Michael 

McGimpsey took office as Minister at the Department of Health, but the civil service were allowed to 

continue with their own agenda.  It appears that they had used the period of direct rule to progress that 

agenda, and used the FPA as a stalking horse to get judicial backing.  That has now backfired. 

 

The lesson to be applied to Great Britain is that the Representatives of the People who are responsive to the 

wishes of the People need to be in control of and separate from the Executive.  The peculiar electoral 
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arrangements in NI and power-sharing have worked to that effect, but in GB we need to make constitutional 

changes to achieve a separation of powers. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 
 

Public concern at the increasing number of abortions is reflected by the growing number of people who are 

prepared to stand up and show their disquiet.  That growing opposition has rattled the pro-abortion lobby, so 

two years ago they launched a major campaign at a packed meeting in the House of Lords.  They gained the 

support of trade union, student and women’s movement leaders and activists, pro-choice journalists and MPs.  

To raise funds people were invited to play the new Pro-Choice Lottery, which sounds better than the Abortion 

Lottery.  Unborn children have been victims of a lottery since 1967. 

 

The people who promote abortion are the same small group who crop up in every pro-abortion organisation 

and who infiltrate other legitimate organisations.  They all work to the same agenda and you can tell them by 

the way that they talk.  They use the same words and phrases from the Abortion Rights manifesto.  This 

manifesto is taken up and adopted.  The Chairman (Dr Anthony Calland) of the Medical Ethics Committee of 

the British Medical Association is another one who has led and defined the BMA’s policy which is identical 

to the Abortion Rights agenda.  They include Evan Harris MP – a member of the BMA MEC - who has 

hijacked the report of the Commons Committee on Science and Technology so that it is now known as the 

Harris Report and incorporates the Abortion Rights demands.  In the 24
th
 November edition of the Socialist 

Worker we find Anne Quesney, Director of Abortion Rights drumming up support [‘Mobilise to Defend 

Abortion Rights’ www.socialistworker.co.uk/art.php?id=13598 ].  She puts emphasis on the fact that the 

Commons Science and Technology Committee have put forward recommendations that would make the 

provision of abortions easier. 

 

We have gone full circle.  Her organisation set out its demands, which were taken up by the BMA (influenced 

by Evan Harris), who then give evidence to the Commons Select Committee (influenced by Evan Harris), 

who then make recommendations to Parliament, which are then used as a justification in support of the 

Abortion Rights agenda. 

 

We have already come across the people who attended a Conference held in Belfast in 2003 seeking to 

introduce abortion into Northern Ireland.  The keynote speaker was Dr Wendy Savage from London, who has 

in the past stated that she would be willing to bring doctors from Britain to NI to carry out abortions in 

defiance of the law.  Among the other speakers was Goretti Horgan of Save the Children.  The abortion policy 

of Save the Children might be ambiguous but it is clear that they employ pro-abortionists. 

 

It was no surprise to find Wendy Savage being interviewed in the Socialist Worker [‘Abortion rights – 40 

years on’ www.socialistworker.co.uk/print_art.php?id=13309 ] this time as press officer and co-ordinator for 

Doctors for a Woman’s Choice on Abortion [www.dwca.org].  Setting out the Abortion Rights agenda, she 

stated that, abortion rights are crucial to women’s lives and without good contraception and abortion as a 

back-up, women are perpetually at risk of becoming pregnant and thus cannot live their lives as they wish. 

 

A week later Goretti Horgan, this time of the Alliance for Choice in Northern Ireland, was bemoaning the 

democratic vote at Stormont which she wanted to be ignored [‘Abortion in Ireland, access denied’ 

www.socialistworker.co.uk/print_art.php?id=13415 ].  These articles spew out false statistics and deny the 

wishes of the majority.  When they can use the law, they argue that everyone must abide by the law.  When 

they are restricted by the law, they just ignore it. 

 

It is also no surprise to find them keeping company with the Socialist Workers Party who hijack every 

campaign or demonstration with their placards, and infiltrate trade unions and political parties with the aim of 

the minority dictating to the usually silent majority.  Their most recent success has been the break up of the 

Respect Party. 
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I am indebted to John Leahy for monitoring the Socialist Worker and drawing my attention to these articles.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

TAXATION 
 

The origins of taxation lie with the warrior who offered protection to his own people in return for tribute.  In 

other cases this was nothing more than a bribe to ward off an external threat from a war lord.  This is the 

foundation of a basic premise that the first duty of the monarch was to defend his subjects and it is now the 

priority of the state to protect its citizens.  Payment of a tithe of one’s produce was a precursor to the payment 

of money and the modern system of excise duties and taxation.  The purpose of the public exchequer now 

extends beyond funding protection.  A discussion of taxation must also take account of public spending. 

 

Taxes must be fair, capable of being paid, not burdensome, and even handed.  In order to work they must be 

accepted by the people.  The Poll Tax – old and modern – is an example of a flat rate tax per head that was 

unacceptable.  In addition a tax must be easy to understand and simple to administer.  It should be transparent 

and there should be no tax payable on another tax. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

APOLOGY - Dr Evan Harris, the Liberal Democrat MP for Oxford West and Abingdon  

 

In the last News sheet I stated the Evan Harris was a GP.  This was incorrect and I unreservedly apologise if 

this has caused any offence to General Practitioners. 

 

Due to his high profile advocacy he has become known as Dr Death and the spotlight has been turned on him 

by the Daily Mail.  The article is attached for your information. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Daily Mail – 30/10/2007 – News Section – by Leo McKinstry 

Meet Dr Death, the Lib Dem MP Evan Harris who backs embryo experiments, euthanasia and freer 

abortions 
 

Dr Evan Harris hardly fits the mould of cuddly Liberal Democrat MPs, who are usually so desperately anxious to be all 

things to all people.  Zealous, obsessive, and self-righteous, Harris, a former junior hospital doctor who now sits for the 

affluent Home Counties seat of Oxford West and Abingdon, has spent much of his Parliamentary career trumpeting his 

radical views on abortion, voluntary euthanasia, immigration and gay rights.  In the process, his fanaticism and lack of 

social grace has made him one of the most isolated MPs in the House of Commons, where he is viewed as a difficult 

loner. 

 

Though a few admire him for having the courage of his convictions, most of his colleagues across the political spectrum 

find him awkward and charmless, while his determination to enforce his hardline outlook on medical ethics has led to 

accusations of intolerance and manipulation of the political process.  Unmarried and without children, he has been 

nicknamed Dr Death around the corridors of Westminster because of his enthusiasm for abortion and voluntary 

euthanasia.  A Liberal Democrat MP for the past decade, Dr Harris was formerly his party’s health spokesman, but today 

it is in his role as a member of the influential House of Commons Science and Technology Committee that he has been 

causing ferocious controversy, particularly on abortion.  It was Dr Harris who recently persuaded the Committee to 

review the 1967 Act which legalised abortion in this country where, today, an astonishing quarter of all pregnancies end 

in medical termination. 

 

But instead of arguing for a tightening of the law, as much of the public wants in view of new evidence that foetuses can 

survive after just 20 weeks, Harris has called for greater liberalisation.  He also advocates an end to the requirement that 

any abortion requires the consent of two doctors, arguing that the procedure could easily be carried out by a nurse or 

even in the home by taking a pill.  The Health Service, he declares, must remove “false barriers to terminations”.  Harris 

has been almost as controversial on the issue of voluntary euthanasia, where he has used his position as a member of the 

British Medical Association’s Ethics Committee to push for the acceptance by the BMA of “assisted dying” for the 

terminally ill.  Many doctors, however, are unhappy about the way he carries on, claiming that he manipulates evidence 

and browbeats opponents. 
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Though of Jewish origin, he is an aggressive secularist, serving on the council of the National Secular Society and 

attacking anyone – particularly Christians – who allow their faith to influence their attitude towards abortion.  To Harris, 

radical political ideology is to be welcomed, but religion is not.  One telling moment occurred recently when he was in a 

debate on BBC Newsnight with the Tory MP Nadine Dorries, a former nurse who advocates reducing the abortion limit 

to 13 weeks.  Harris seemed to find her challenge intolerable.  At one stage, he claimed that the British abortion rate is no 

worse than anywhere else in Europe.  In reality, only the former Soviet state of Ukraine has a higher rate.  “He wants to 

ignore or distort the evidence to maintain his point of view.  He’s unbelievable”, says Dorries. 

 

Currently the Liberal Democrats’ science spokesman, he has supported the use of human embryos in research and is a 

powerful defender of experimentation on animals, a particularly important local issue for him given that much of Oxford 

University – whose scientific faculties condone animal testing – lies in his constituency.  His stance on scientific issues 

does not impress everyone.  “He’s just a self-publicist”, argues Dr Ian Gibson, Labour MP and former chairman of the 

Commons Science and Technology Committee.  “What he knows about science could be put on the back of a postage 

stamp”. 

 

But there is a certain integrity about him.  He bravely volunteered, for instance, to act as a guinea pig in trials of a new 

vaccine to combat the HIV virus.  And, as a self-described “extremist for freedom of speech”, he led the successful 

campaign in Parliament last year against the Government’s proposals to outlaw incitement to religious hatred, which he 

argued would create a climate of censorship in Britain.  It is partly his tone of pious, ideological certainty that annoys his 

fellow MPs.  Even the Liberal Democrats appear embarrassed about him.  After he had tried to crush a Conservative 

opponent, a northern Lib Dem said he was just “like a schoolboy politician” in his eagerness to score points. 

 

Harris was first elected to Parliament in 1997 and initially, with his raven-haired, slim looks, capacity for hard work and 

natural eloquence, it appeared he might be destined for the top of the Liberal Democrats.  One MP said to me that, in his 

passion, articulacy and record of public service, there was a whiff of the young American senator Bobby Kennedy about 

Harris’s first Parliamentary appearances.  But such high hopes were soon disappointed.  Harris proved himself to be a 

near cardboard parody of a Leftwinger, still spouting the gospel of student days, demanding more immigration, a soft 

line on asylum seekers, greater taxation, higher public spending and more gay rights.  “He’s way to the left of us”, 

commented a Labour MP. 

 

Harris himself, at the last Lib Dem conference, said that he had taken up these views because his Oxford constituency is 

“full of gay atheist asylum seekers”.  In his journey to the political extreme, Harris’s appearance and behaviour has 

changed, growing ever more eccentric.  As he has slid away from the establishment, he has eschewed the suit in favour 

of a more proletarian jacket and odd trousers.  Fixated on his work, he is rarely seen around Westminster without the 

earpiece of a mobile phone.  Recently he had to attend the opening by the Queen of an Oxfordshire science centre.  

When he sat down at the top table with Her Majesty, the lead from the phone was still attached to his ear.  “Quite the 

oddest thing I have ever seen”, says one of his fellow politicians at the event.  Scurrying around his constituency or 

Westminster with sheaves of papers, he is perpetually late for meetings, sometimes failing to turn up.  When he does 

show, he tends to bring a chill to proceedings with his earnestness and lack of humour. 

 

Harris was born in 1965 in Sheffield, the son of an academic couple who, disillusioned with apartheid, had emigrated 

from South Africa.  His father Frank, a brilliant intellectual, went on to become a professor and dean of the medical 

faculty at Leicester University.  A bright child, Evan Harris was educated first at the Blue Coat school in Liverpool and 

then, as a scholarship winner, at Wadham College Oxford, studying medicine.  After graduating, he embarked on a 

career as a doctor working in hospitals in both Oxford and Liverpool, before becoming a public health official. 

 

In 1994, still a young doctor, he was selected as the Liberal Democrat candidate for Oxford West.  Despite a strong 

majority, his career has never flourished at Westminster, even given the paucity of talent in the Liberal Democrat ranks.  

In truth, he is seen as something of a nerd by his colleagues.  In Oxfordshire he lives like the eternal student bachelor, 

which has given rise to baseless rumours about his sexuality – not least because he is President of the Liberal Democrats 

Campaign for Lesbian and Gay Rights and vice-President of the Lesbian and Gay Humanist Association. 

 

In fact, Harris has been married once, with the union ending in divorce in 1997.  He later had a tragically doomed 

relationship with an interior designer from Ireland, Liz O’Hara, who developed a malignant terminal brain tumour in 

2003.  This harrowing experience led to his resignation as health spokesman from the Liberal Democrat frontbench so he 

could spend more time with her in her last months.  Harris’s current girlfriend is the press manager for BPAS, formerly 

the British Pregnancy Advisory Service, one of the country’s leading providers of abortion services. 

 

In view of her job and his own loud advocacy for keeping the abortion limit at 24 weeks, from which the BPAS benefits, 

Harris has felt the need to declare this relationship in advance of recent Parliamentary debates about abortion.  Yet to his 

opponents, this is just one further example of how closely tied he is to the abortion industry.  It is a strange irony that this 
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man of supposed liberal compassion, the son of anti-apartheid émigrés, should have ended up being known as Dr Death 

after a decade in Parliament. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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