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OUR LADY OF LINCOLN 
 

Monday the 4
th
 of May 2009 was a historic day in Lincoln, with a Procession in honour of Our Lady of 

Lincoln.  It was significant because it started at the modern shrine in the Church of Our Lady of Lincoln and 

ended at the Cathedral Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Lincoln.  In the Middle Ages devotion to Our 

Lady, the Mother of Jesus Christ, was particularly strong in Lincoln.  She was chosen as the Patroness of the 

City following the victory of the citizens over the Earl of Chester during the civil war between King Stephen 

and the ‘Empress’ Matilda in 1147.  Lincolnshire is the County of Our Lady.  Lincoln Cathedral is the ancient 

Shrine and contained a great image of Our Lady sitting on a chair of silver and gilt with four polls.  Her silver 

and gilt crown was set with stones and pearls and in Her hand was a sceptre with one flower.  The Child Jesus 

sitting upon Her knee had a crown similarly decorated and held an orb.  By 1548 the statue was no longer in 

the Cathedral and the pearls and gems had been removed by the agents of King Henry VIII. 

 

The celebration concluded with Catholic Mass at the Shrine of Saint Hugh of Lincoln in the Cathedral, 

attended by Anglicans and Catholics.  Once again we see Our Lady bringing people together.  The statue of 

Our Lady of Lincoln would have been of a similar style to the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham.  The twin 

shrines at Walsingham unite Catholic and Anglican Christians.  Then we have the experience at Westminster. 

 

A statue of Our Lady and Child Jesus in medieval alabaster from the celebrated Nottingham workshops, 

which some people know by the name of Our Lady of Power, survived the Reformation by being transported 

to the Continent.  In 1955 it was enshrined in the south transept of the Catholic Cathedral of Westminster, as 

Our Lady of Westminster.  The original medieval Shrine of Our Lady stood within Westminster Abbey.  Next 

to the chapel of St John in the Abbey, there stands a 20
th
 Century Nottingham alabaster figure of Our Lady of 

Pew in what appears to be a small passageway.  It is in fact a tiny chantry chapel with a vaulted ceiling 

decorated with stars around a carved boss of the Assumption of Our Lady.  This had been the Shrine of Our 

Lady since the time of King Richard II when England became Our Lady’s Dowry.  The chapel was endowed 

in 1377 by Lady Pembroke and included in her gift was a statue in alabaster of the Virgin Mary. 

 

For 400 years the niche in the Abbey remained empty until Albert Freemen decided to place a statue in this 

once famous shrine.  He had fought and been gassed in the Great War and as he laying dying in a field 

hospital, he promised Our Lady that if he recovered he would spend the rest of his life in Her service.  True to 

his word, and on a visit to the Abbey, the empty niche in the Pew chapel affected him deeply. He vowed to 

replace the statue and Sister Concordia Scott of Minster Abbey was chosen, basing her creation on the figure 

of Our Lady of Power, with the substitution of a rose of love rather than the sceptre.  In 1969 a suitable block 

of alabaster was discovered in a studio in Nottingham and transported to Minster Abbey.  The statue was 

installed in the Abbey in March 1971. Albert Freeman had died a few days previously. 

 

On the back of the statue are carved the words - ‘That they all may be one in Us’.  There is a wide belief that 

Christian unity will be achieved through the Shrines of Mary.  We should bear this in mind as our Party 

Constitution states that we are “seeking to promote the common good, with due observance of Prudence, 

Justice and Charity, so that the dignity and freedom of the individual may be assured, true social order 

attained, the unity of our country restored, and concord established with other nations”. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

ROCK UNDER ATTACK 
 

Israel has recently launched another attack on Gibraltar.  This has now been going on for two years but it does 

not get reported in the British media.  The attacks have been getting progressively elaborate and involving 

more aircraft.  They have reached a new height since Israel acquired AWAC aircraft to control and direct 

operations.  Most of the Israeli Air Force fighter-bomber squadrons are taking part supported by a deployment 

of in-flight refuelling tankers so that they can undertake flights across the full length of the Mediterranean.  

Helicopters are also deployed for rescue missions in the event of fighters being downed.  Latest reports 

indicate that the Israel home-defence missile system is being readied to deal with any reprisals directed at 

their territory. 

 

Gibraltar is ill prepared to deal with the threat as there is no permanent RAF aircraft deployment on the Rock 

and the missile defence is non existent.  The Royal Gibraltar Regiment is not equipped for this purpose.  

Thankfully, the Israeli flights against the British territory are training exercises in preparation for an attack on 

Iran’s nuclear facilities, which are roughly the same distance away.  Relief that Israel has no evil intent 

towards Gibraltar should be tempered by the realisation that when the Israeli Air Force does strike Iran it will 

trigger a wider conflict in the Middle East that could escalate worldwide. 

 

If this Israeli threat was real, could the UK defend its territory in the Med and mount a counter attack?  Due to 

the rundown of our military forces and them being over stretched in other theatres, the answer is no.  We 

could not mount another Falkland reinvasion operation with the current strength of the Forces.  Things are so 

bad that the Home fleet has no more patrol ships than the Irish Navy.  To deter a real Israeli threat, the 

immediate action should be to deploy a Trident submarine to the area with its nuclear armed missiles aimed at 

Israel and a warning of terrible reprisal.  We had Polaris armed submarines in the 80s and they did not deter 

the Argentinians from invading South Georgia, the Falklands and the South Sandwich Islands [Thule Island 

occupied from 1976 to 1982].  The Argentinians thought that the UK did not have the political will to defend 

the Falkland Islands and knew that the UK response would have to be proportionate, that is non-nuclear.  Any 

attack by the UK on the Argentinian mainland would have escalated the conflict to a higher level. 

 

The Israelis would make the same calculation.  In any case we only have one of the four Trident submarines 

on patrol at any time and in February it managed to bump into a French missile submarine undersea in the 

Bay of Biscay.  The second option would be to send a new Daring class missile-defence destroyer to Gib.  

With its advanced multi-missile system it could single handedly protect the Rock.  Except, only one of the six 

vessels has been commissioned and the missiles will not be available for another two years, if then. 

 

The next option would be to deploy a Royal Navy carrier task force to the Med to intercept any air attack on 

Gib or the Cyprus sovereign bases.  None of the three carriers are available; the Invincible is mothballed and 

the Illustrious is on ceremonial duties before being scrapped. The Ark Royal had been stripped of its Harrier 

fighters and was doubling up and equipped with helicopters because of the refitting of HMS Ocean - our 

single helicopter and commando carrier.  The Ark is now in dry-dock being refitted as a strike carrier.  Only 

eight Harriers are available [the rest are on duty in Afghanistan].  In any case the Harriers would be 

outmatched by the more powerful Israeli fighter aircraft. 

 

The airfield on Gib is as good as an aircraft carrier in the Med and cannot be sunk.  As a last resort we could 

send a couple of squadron of the latest Typhoon fighters, which are more than a match for anything the 

Israelis have.  But, the Spanish government would not like it.  Spain is supposed to be a NATO ally but does 

all it can to disrupt operations from Gib and will not allow over flying of their airspace.  They hindered 

operations in the build up to the retaking of the Falklands and are totally paranoid about the British 

occupation of Gib since 1704.  Their actions are illogical and get sillier [see later article].  The Spanish Navy 

wants to be the dominant naval force in the Western Med and consider Gib to be an obstacle to that goal. 

 

The good news is that Gib airfield and dockyard are not NATO bases [because Spain objected for political 

purposes], so the Spanish can be disregarded.  While the Foreign Office is no friend of Gib, the Ministry of 
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Defence is and still recognise its strategic importance for controlling the Strait of Gibraltar.  The USA are also 

supportive of the independent facilities at Gib and are frequent callers, knowing that they can rely on it 

despite any anti-American sentiments in other European countries.  The bad news is that the EU wants its 

own military forces and moves are already afoot to achieve that aim.  The French and Germans are leading 

this drive without any Treaty authority.  It is all hush hush and agreements paving the way for an EU navy 

and army have already been implemented.  An example of this is the agreement between Blair and Sarkozy to 

have one UK or French carrier task group on station at any time.  The same applies to the nuclear armed 

French and UK submarines.  At least that way they will not bump in to each other.  The European Parliament 

has called for all members’ military bases to be brought under EU command, including Gib.  Can you ever 

envisage the EU coming to the aid of Gibraltar with the Spanish exercising a veto? 

 

In conclusion, Spain is the real threat to Gib and the UK needs to adopt a robust stance to counter their 

continuing and incessant harassment of the Territory.  The people of Gib have shown their unwavering 

loyalty to the UK and repeatedly voted overwhelmingly to stay British and determine their own future as a 

sovereign independent state free from Spanish influence.  The run down of the UK armed forces needs to be 

reversed and they must be provided with the hardware to undertake the tasks required of them.  Now is not the 

time to be cancelling defence contracts.  The construction of ships for the Navy and aircraft for the RAF, with 

a steady order book for high-tec equipment, is just what the UKs ailing economy needs. 

 

We also need to get rid of muddled thinking and provide the right forces with the right equipment for the jobs 

that have to be undertaken.  Expensive nuclear submarines and missile-defence destroyers are not much use in 

counteracting piracy or in carrying out peace keeping duties and disaster relief.  We are still an island reliant 

on sea borne trade and shipping routes.  Amphibious forces with carrier borne aircraft cover are essential , but 

also are cheap small corvette vessels for counter piracy and anti-terrorist duties. 

 

In previous news sheets we have referred to the origins of the European Unity project founded on the so 

called three-pillars.  From the very beginning the aim has been to establish the European Economic 

Community, the European Political Community and the European Defence Community.  Once these three 

pillars are brought together under the European government (the Commission) and the European parliament, 

the European federal state will have been completed.  The Lisbon Treaty is designed for that purpose and any 

future integration will not require further treaties.  The ultimate danger is that a European Army could be used 

to suppress dissent within the European Union.  The President of the Czech Republic has warned that the EU 

is acting like the USSR and the Eastern EU countries have first hand experience of the Red Army suppressing 

dissent and freedom uprisings.  Are we in danger of creating the Blue Army? 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

ROYAL GIBRALTAR REGIMENT 
 

At the end of April the people of Gibraltar turned out in force to salute their own Regiment as it celebrated its 

70
th
 Anniversary.  Originally known as the Gibraltar Defence Force and formed in 1939 at the outbreak of 

WW2, it manifested the desire of Gibraltarians to identify them selves with Britain in war as well as peace.  

15,000 women, children and elderly were evacuated to safety and dispersed to Madeira, Jamaica and Northern 

Ireland.  The able-bodied remained (18-41 year old in military service) to defend their homes and secure the 

military bases against the threatened Axis invasion.  The dockyard has three dry docks, including the biggest 

in the Med.  The Royal Navy’s Force H launched their operations from there into the Med and North Atlantic 

and it provided a safe haven for convoys on their way to Malta and Egypt, and through the Suez Canal. 

 

The interior of the Rock was extended to provide for the housing of 17,000 troops with all facilities including 

workshops and hospitals linked by 52km of internal roads.  It became the HQ for General Eisenhower who 

was in command of Operation Torch and the invasion of North Africa.  The stone from the tunnelling was 

used to construct an airfield across the sandy isthmus that links Gib with Spain.  When Spain remained 

neutral the threat of the land invasion receded.  Following the cessation of hostilities the people returned and 

were rewarded with increasing levels of self government.  The Defence Force became the Gibraltar Regiment 

charged with the security of the Rock and although it never leaves Gib in whole, it does play a wider role and 
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has been involved in all major British operations in recent years.  Having no contact with the Spanish Army, 

and NATO ‘ally!’, it instead conducts manoeuvres with the Royal Moroccan Army across the Strait. 

 

The highlight of the day was the re-dedication of the Colours, recently embroidered to include the word 

‘Royal’.  Mustered at Casemates Square, an area with historical military links, it was the biggest parade by 

the Regiment whose military display and discipline was a source of pride and admiration.  The Regiment’s 

band and corps of drums played a central part in events.  The Regiment paraded along Main Street to exercise 

their rights under the Freedom of the City and was joined by a contingent of veterans.  The regiment has its 

own battery of field artillery which was trailed on the parade.  It was unanimously agreed that it was a 

glorious day reflecting the unbreakable links between Gibraltar and Britain. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

GOOD QUEEN BESS 
 

In last month’s news sheet we referred to Queen Elizabeth 1 and her pride in restoring the value of the 

English coinage following its debasement by her father.  This took twenty years to achieve and was facilitated 

through the licensing of privateers who plundered Spanish treasure fleets returning from the New World.  

This was a lucrative state sponsored enterprise, whereby personal fortunes were amassed.  Failure could result 

in the loss of a head.  Saying sorry was not adequate. 

 

This upset the King of Spain, who considered that acts of piracy had been committed, and resulted in the 

launching of two Armadas against England.  The treasure had been stolen by the Conquistadors in the first 

place from indigenous rulers who were themselves oppressive.  QE1 also suppressed and persecuted her own 

Catholic subjects who did not consider her to be Good.  All of the Tudor monarchs were a rum lot.  Relations 

between Spain and England have always been fraught with danger. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

RN or RaN 
 

The extent to which the armed forces have been shrunk is not understood or appreciated by the public.  

Privatisation of services is extensive and mainly applies for logistic and support functions.  Accountants can 

prove that it is cheaper to operate the services like limited companies.  Their bottom line is the figure at the 

end of the statement of accounts.  There is another side to the coin. 

 

When the armed forces’ support services are outsourced and provided under contract by a plc there is a loss of 

control and accountability.  When things go wrong the parties to the contract start playing the blame game.  

The real winners are the lawyers brought in to resolve – or worsen – the dispute.  When service personnel are 

the direct provider of functions there is a clear line of command.  The employees of contractors are only 

contracted to provide a narrow service and are not combatants.  The same person as a serviceman must in 

addition to providing a specialist service also maintain a level of fitness and ability to bear arms. 

 

The Royal Air Force in particular is prone to private finance initiatives, probably due to the technical nature 

of the service.  Pilot training is carried out on behalf of the RAF by outside contractors who also own and 

provide the aircraft.  The new tanker/transport aircraft will be owned and maintained by a contractor who will 

be contracted to have a minimum number of aircraft available.  It will get to the point that the RAF only lease 

warplanes as and when required.  The number-crunchers will demonstrate that the tax payer is getting a good 

deal, but some entrepreneur is profiting and a plc can go bust at short notice leaving the Country in the lurch. 

 

Tanks will not be manufactured in the UK in the future.  The British Army could also have to resort to leasing 

arms and hardware, or even paying a defence contractor to provide regiments and brigades as required for an 

invasion or war.  The Royal Navy already leases second-line support ships and might have to resort to the 

Elizabethan practice and licence privateers.  Instead of the RN undertaking anti-piracy operations off of 

Somalia, Rent a Navy (RaN) could provide gunboats and crew to do the job. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

FLAGS IN LA LA LAND 
 

Spain is one of the PIGS with serious economic problems.  You would think that they had more pressing 

issues than fretting about flags.  Recently several Gibraltar-flag (Red Ensign) vessels have experienced costly 

delays in Spanish ports, when officials refused to recognise compulsory documentation issued by the 

Gibraltar Maritime Administration.  Spain was concerned that Gib was acting as a sovereign state.  They have 

also refused vessels, such as cruise ships, entry to Spanish ports if they have called in at Gib. 

 

Immediately prior to the recent G20 Summit in London a Tax Information Agreement was signed by the USA 

and Gib.  Later in Madrid, the Ambassadors of the USA and UK were summoned for separate protests.  Spain 

did not object to the Agreement [Spain has been offered the same Agreement by Gib but refuses to sign] but 

was incensed that signing had taken place before the flags of the USA and Gibraltar, as if Gib was 

independent.  Relations between the USA and Spain are at low ebb.  The USA was not impressed and Madrid 

has backed down causing uproar from the main opposition Party [Partido Popular] who said it was insulting.  

The PP has also stated that they will not recognise the possibility of self-determination for Gib and have urged 

the Spanish Government to do likewise.  Whenever Gib applies to join international sports associations, and 

other bodies, they are faced with Spanish objections and vetoes. 

 

La Linea is the Spanish town north of the Gib border.  It derives its name from the defence line set up by the 

Spanish as they attempted to retake Gib following its occupation by British and Dutch marines during the 

War of the Spanish Succession.  The British fleet had established itself at Tangier (1662-1684) but found it 

too exposed and made use of Gib bay with its natural harbour.  After the move from Tangier the RN used Gib 

as a victualling depot until 1688.  Based on that experience it was decided to take Gib in 1704 and achieve 

permanent control of the entrance to the Med.  This complemented the British occupation of Minorca in 1708 

with the RNs natural harbour at Mahon.  The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 settled the War and Spain ceded Gib 

to Britain in perpetuity.  The ink was barely dry on the Treaty before they repeatedly tried to retake Gib by 

force.  The culmination of their efforts was the Great Siege (1779-1783) when the Rock was excavated and 

tunnelled by the Royal Engineers.  The formidable defences that were constructed gave rise to the saying, ‘as 

strong as the Rock of Gibraltar’.  Britain returned Minorca to Spain in 1783 and in 1802 occupied Malta, 

which was more central and gave it control of the Eastern Med.  Malta and Gibraltar have a special 

relationship.  The Royal Marines and Royal Engineers have a special affinity with Gib. 

 

The Spanish are still fighting past Wars and seeking to overturn the 1713 Treaty.  This month the Mayor of 

La Linea called on the Spanish Government to claim the isthmus in the same way it is claiming the territorial 

waters that surround Gib.  The Mayor wants the airfield to be handed over and become part of La Linea citing 

these as issues emerging from the 1713 Treaty which need to be resolved without further delay.  La Linea did 

not exist before the taking of Gib and would not exist now without the employment that Gib provides for 

7,000 Linenses.  When General Franco closed the border with Gib it caused great distress in La Linea. 

 

It is ironic that at the same time as Spain seeks to achieve sovereignty over Gib, La Linea is being taken over 

by Gibraltarians.  Gib is small and dominated by the Rock with little land available for building.  It cannot 

expand to the north and south, but by reclaiming land from the sea has expanded to the west in to the Bay of 

Gibraltar and there are proposals for a limited expansion on the east side in to the Med.  Most people live in 

apartments as tower blocks rise to greater heights.  Young people are not able to afford to own these new flats 

and have resorted to purchasing property across the border in La Linea while still working in Gib.  This has 

resulted in enclaves of Gibraltarians and increases the dependency of La Linea’s economy on Gib. 

 

The Spanish Government has formally objected 14 times to the reclamation of land from the sea on the 

Eastside, which it claims because it interprets the 1713 Treaty as only ceding the land and says Gib has no 

territorial waters. It also objects to ships being anchored in the eastern waters and has ordered the Guardia 

Civil to move the vessels on.  It has twice tried to take control of salvage operations when ships have run 

aground and sunk at the southern tip of Gib.  It has also listed the seas around Gib in an EU directive as if the 

waters were Spanish and there have been incursions by Spanish naval vessels in to Gibraltar’s territorial 
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waters which only extend for three miles.  On Good Friday a Spanish Police boat entered Gibraltar’s waters 

on the western approach to the airfield and was expelled by a RN patrol boat. 

 

There is also the ongoing saga involving the millions of pounds in treasure located in the wreck of HMS 

Sussex lying within the twelve mile limit that Gib can claim.  A US firm are seeking to salvage the wreck and 

one of the Odyssey’s vessels was arrested in international waters by the Spanish. 

 

There is concern in Gib that the Foreign Office is not resisting and has an appeasing tendency.  They will not 

allow the Queen to visit Gib for fear of offending the Spanish Government.  Any royal visit is notified to 

Madrid.  When Princess Anne visited in March to open the Princess Royal Medical Centre there was the 

inevitable protest from Madrid.  The adoption of the 2006 Constitution explicitly strengthens the link between 

Gib and the British Crown.  Elizabeth is Queen of Gibraltar but has not visited since 1954. 

 

The House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee continues to protest about the unacceptability of Spanish 

restrictions on direct naval, army and air force movements or military communications between Spain and 

Gib.  Madrid also refuses to allow all NATO aircraft and naval vessels into Spanish airspace or waters when 

they are going to or from Gib.  The following paragraph should be treated with caution due to paranoia. 

 

The Spanish media have started to express concerns that Britain, France and Morocco are gaining greater 

influence of the area of the Strait of Gibraltar at Spain’s expense, and this is happening with the backing of 

the USA.  They suggest that modern missiles are to be installed at Gib and the plan is supported by NATO 

which has always considered Gib as the key point for its Med defence strategy.  The USA sees Morocco as a 

more reliable ally than Spain and wants them to have control of the southern coast of the Strait.  The northern 

control would remain at Gib and greater co-operation is envisaged with the Ksar-Kebir naval base.  Rabat has 

the support of France and it is suggested that the American African command could be moved from Spain to 

Morocco.  On the commercial side, the ports at Tangier and Gibraltar are developing stronger links. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

OUR LADY OF EUROPE 
 

Our Lady was bringing people together on the 700
th
 Anniversary of the devotion to Our Lady of Europe at 

Her Shrine in Gib, established 1309.  At the end of April a replica of Her statue (similar to Her statues at 

Lincoln and Walsingham) was carried in procession to the border.  Headed by the Gib Sea Scouts Pipe Band 

and the Bishop of Gibraltar, the procession crossed the border to be met by the Bishop of Cadiz, the 

Municipal Band of La Linea and the Choir of Immaculada who had prepared a special hymn.  The faithful 

from both sides of the border then joined together and processed to the main square in La Linea where an 

open air Mass was concelebrated. Priests from both sides of the border carried the statue on its final journey 

to be installed in the Church of La Immaculda de la Concepcion. 

 

The Bishop of Gibraltar said, “I am overwhelmed at the warmness with which we have been received”.  The 

Bishop of Cadiz who accepted this gift as a sign of neighbourliness between both communities said, “this is a 

singular moment which will have repercussions in the whole of Europe”. 

 

On the 5
th
 May – the Feast Day of Our Lady of Europe – Solemn High Mass was said in a marquee at Europa 

Point before a congregation of 4,000. The Pope’s Special Envoy, Cardinal Martins, presented the Bishop of 

Gibraltar with a Golden Rose and the Pope’s Message was delivered in which he exhorted the faithful “to 

implore aids to salvation so that all Europe might likewise recognise and preserve its traditional Christian 

heritage and the customs of its ancestors”.  There was a large Spanish contingent led by the Archbishop of 

Sevilla.  Bishops attended from all over Europe together with the Bishop of Tangier, the Archduke of Austria 

and representatives of the Christian Brothers and Loreto Sisters.  The ancient statue of Our Lady of Europe 

was carried from the Shrine to the marquee by the Royal Gibraltar Regiment and guarded by Knights of the 

Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. 

 

Go to www.chronicle.gi/headlines_details.php?id=15915  www.chronicle.gi/headlines_details.php?id=15989 

and www.chronicle.gi/headlines_details.php?id=15990  for a full report. 
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E-mail:   sectre.resurgence@btinternet.com                           Phone/answer machine:   01526 348 555 

Post to:   P.K. – S.C.L.  PO BOX 1070 - LINCOLN - LN4 4WE 


